Discordant radioaerosol/radioperfusion in drug-induced maternal pulmonary edema.
A case of pulmonary edema in a 34-year-old pregnant woman on corticosteroids and beta adrenergics yielded an unusual radioaerosol/radioperfusion lung image. The image showed normal perfusion but multiple bilateral penetration defects on the radioaerosol study. Factors contributing to this unique pattern include the combined action of corticosteroids and beta-adrenergic agonists, local airway irritation caused by the drying effect of nebulized oxygen, sepsis, or a combination of these factors.